
ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  
PHOENIX, AZ DECEMBER 20, 2009 

THE WEEK AHEAD 
Date/Time                Activity                                 Location 

Monday, December 21st 
7-8PM Spanish Choir Practice Chapel 

7-8PM RCIA Classes Library 

7-8PM SVDP Meeting Hospitality Room 

Tuesday, December 22nd 
12:30-1:30PM Legion of Mary Mtg. Chapel 

1-2PM Daytime Catholic Book Club Hospitality Room 

7-9PM Adult Choir Church 

7-9PM Spanish Evangelization Hospitality Room 

Wednesday, December 23rd 
9:30-11AM Practice for Living Gospel Church 

6-8PM Legion of Mary Meeting Chapel 

Thursday, December 24thï Christmas Eve 

Friday, December 25thï Christmas Dayï Office Closed 

Saturday, December 26th 
12-1PM Baptism Church 

1-2PM Quinceañera Church 

2:15-2:45PM Baptism Church 

3-5PM Confessions Church 

3-4PM Quinceañera Church 

Sunday, December 27th 
9-9:30AM          Childrenôs Liturgy of the Word  Chapel 

11AM-Noon RCIA Classes Parish Center 

11AM-1PM Spanish Youth Group Hospitality Room 

3-4PM Baptism Church 
 

For a complete look at the SFX Community Calendar visit us at: 

http://www.sfxphx.org/VirtualEMSLite/ 
Questions regarding the calendar? email parish.calendar@sfxphx.org.  

Calendar is subject to change. 

Join our St. Francis Xavier Community fan page on  Facebook.  

Follow this link http://www.facebook.com/pages/Phoenix-AZ/ St-

Francis-Xavier Community/130114684924 

?ôs Contact Ann Acosta at 602 212-4511 or 

ann.acosta@sfxphx.org 

NATIVITY PAGEANT 
Dear Parents, 

Each year the children of our parish act out the Gospel 

reading at the 4:00pm Christmas Eve Mass.  It is done in a 

simple, beautiful fashion so as not to add to the list of ñone 

more thing to doò for parents but rather focusing on the real 

event that takes place each Christmas. 

The costumes are provided by the parish and are given out 

at the practice to be held on Wednesday,  Dec. 23rd at 9:30-

11am in the church.  That day the children will put their 

names into a bag and some will be drawn for the various 

parts.  Most of the parts are assigned by grade level: 

Pre-K ï Kindergarten are bell ringers and will process into 

the Church before Mass begins.  They will wear their own 

Christmas church clothes. 

Grades 1&2 and 3  are shepherds or angels (whichever they 

choose- not designated by boy/girl) and will receive 

costumes and directions at the rehearsal, scheduled shortly 

before the Christmas Eve date. 

Grade 3: Children in this grade will put their names into a 

draw to be the Angel Gabriel, Mary, Joseph and the 

Centurion.   They must be at the practice and if they are not 

chosen can be a shepherd or angel. 

Grades 4: Names are drawn for the 3 Wise men who will 

bear the Eucharistic gifts to the altar. If your child is not 

chosen for the part, we do not have an alternate position.  

Costumes and specific directions will be given at practice. 

Grades 5-6 :Two names are drawn to read the prayers of 

intercession. 

Grades 7-8 Three names are drawn to read the scriptures 

and the introductory proclamation. 

On Christmas Eve at 3:20 pm all participants will meet at 

Callanan Hall (the school cafeteria) already dressed in their 

costumes.  Please make sure your child uses the restroom 

(particularly bell-ringers) before leaving them with the 

parents in charge. The scripture readers will join the regular 

Mass procession and sit on the altar. The readers for the 

prayers will sit in reserved seating until needed. 

The children who participate in the Mass will have reserved 

seating.  Parents will go to that location to pick them up  

after Mass.  There will be people collecting the childrenôs 

costumes into plastic bags as soon as Mass is over so be 

sure to have your children wear their own clothes 

underneath the costumes. 

If you have any questions or would like to volunteer to 

help with the practice, feel free to call Bridget Martin at 

602-909-2520 or contact her at 

bridget.martin@sfxphx.org. 

ADULT EDUCATION - 

ñWHAT CATHOLICS NEED TO KNOW ABOUT 

THE SACRAMENTS.ò   
In our lifetimes the theology of  the sacraments of the 

Catholic church have changed more than they have since the 

council of Trent.  The language and the symbols have been 

made easier for the layman to understand.  The relationships 

between the sacraments have become a focus of theological 

study.  Our Parish Adult Education program will be begin on 

Tuesday evening on January 5th from 7-9PM in the School 

Library and on Thursday morning on January 7th from 10AM

-Noon in the Parish Center and runs through the month of 

January.  This program is part of the path to certification for 

catechists for the Diocese of Phoenix.   

If you have any questions contact Dr. Graviss at the 

Parish office: 602/212-4518 or dennis.graviss@sfxphx.org 



 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Dear Parishioners, 

            We now enter into the Fourth Week of Advent and we look forward to celebrating the birth of Jesus this coming 

Friday. Let me invite you into Ignatian contemplation and perhaps this prayer will allow you to grow in intimacy with Jesus, 

Mary and/or Joseph.  

            Imagine this: you are ten years old and you and a few others traveled with Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem. Mary is 

with child, and Joseph is finally successful in finding a place where he and Mary can stay in a very crowded Bethlehem 

because of the calling of the census by the Roman authorities. 

            Mary is soon to deliver her child and you are trying to be helpful to get whatever Mary or Joseph want as they 

prepare for the birth. Maybe it is warm water you are getting or clean towels or a blanket to keep away the cold night air.  

            Some of Maryôs friends are with her as the child is delivered. Joseph is standing by and you have placed yourself in 

the shadows and you are kneeling down and sitting back on your heels; staying out of the way and watching what is going 

on. Mary is holding the newborn baby boy and the child is wrapped in swaddling clothes. Joseph kneels down and Mary 

places the child in his arms and he looks adoringly upon the tiny child in his rough carpenter hands; he gently holds him to 

his chest.  

            Joseph then looks over his shoulder, catches your eye and beckons with his head for you to come over to him. You 

get up from your corner and come to kneel at Josephôs side. Now Joseph places the little child in your arms. Mary and 

Joseph smile lovingly upon you holding the baby. The mystery is in your arms and now you know you are holding the 

Messiah. And, this is the way God wanted this all to happen ï quietly, humbly, and intimately. What are you experiencing in 

your heart right now? 

 

                                                                           Peace 

                                                                           Fr. Dan Sullivan, SJ 

               Pastor 

REGISTRATION FOR RELIGIOUS  

EDUCATION PROGRAM 

PRE-K-6TH GRADE 
For parents who have not already registered their children in the 

Parish R.E. program, you are invited to do so as soon as possible. 

Classes begin January 11th and 12th. Registration forms are 

available in the Parish Office and on our website at 

http://www.sfxphx.org/st_fran_parish/education/prek_6.html 

 

For questions or more information please contact Kathy 

Reardon at 602 212-4530 or kathy.reardon@sfxphx.org 

CONFESSIONS 
Daily:  Monday, December 21 & Tuesday, December 22:  

11:00 am ð 11:45 am 

Evening: Monday, December 21:  6:30 pm ð 8:30 pm 

Thursday, December 24th 

Christmas Eve Liturgies 

4:00 pm (Childrenôs Choir / Living Gospel),  

6:00 pm (English), 

8:00 pm (Spanish),  

Christmas Carols and Choir concert at 10:00 pm  

  Mass at 10:30 pm  

Friday, December 25 Christmas Day 

7:00 am, 9:00 am,11:00 am Masses  

1:00 pm Mass (Spanish) 

CHRISTMAS DAY 9AM MASS 

Mass at 9AM on Christmas Day will be 

presided by Bishop Thomas OôBrien.  

Fr. Sullivan will be concelebrating and 

preaching.  



ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  
PHOENIX, AZ DECEMBER 20, 2009 

Queridos Feligreses, 

            Ahora entramos a la Cuarta Semana de Adviento y esperamos impacientes la celebración del nacimiento de Jesús 

este próximo viernes.  Permítanme invitarlos a una contemplación ignaciana y tal vez esta oración le permitirá crecer en la 

intimidad con Jesús, María y /o José.   

            Imagínense esto: usted tiene 10 años de edad y usted y otros pocos viajaron con María y José a Belén.  María 

esperando un hijo, y José finalmente con éxito pues ha encontrado un lugar en donde él y María se puedan hospedar en 

Belén, un lugar lleno de gente debido al llamado de censo por las autoridades romanas. 

            María muy pronto dará a luz a su hijo y usted está tratando de ser útil para obtener lo que María o José necesitan en 

preparación para el nacimiento.   Tal vez sea agua tibia lo que está obteniendo o toallas limpias o una cobija para abrigarse 

del aire frío de la noche.  

            Algunos de los amigos de María están con ella mientras ella da a luz.  José está de pie y usted se encuentra entre las 

sombras y está arrodillado y sentado en sus talones; sin estorbar y observando todo lo que está sucediendo.  María está 

deteniendo al niñito recién nacido envuelto en cobijas.  José se arrodilla y María le pone al niñito en sus brazos y él mira con 

adoración al pequeñito que está sobre sus manos ásperas de carpintero; suavemente lo pone sobre su pecho.      

            Luego José mira sobre sus hombros y lo ve a los ojos y le hace señas para que se acerque a él.  Usted se levanta de su 

rincón y se arrodilla al lado de José.  Ahora José le pone al pequeñito en sus brazos.  María y José sonríen amorosamente al 

verlo sosteniendo al niñito.  El misterio está en sus brazos y ahora usted se da cuenta que est§ sosteniendo al Mes²as.  Y, as² 

es como Dios quería que esto sucediera ï quietamente, humildemente, e íntimamente.  ¿Qué está experimentando en su 

corazón en este momento? 

 

                                                                          Paz 

      Rev. Daniel J. Sullivan, S.J.  

      Párroco  



 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

CTODP 
Please know when you make a contribution to CTODP you: 
 

Receive a dollar-for-dollar state tax credit up to 

$1,000 (if married) or $500 (if single); 

May be able to claim a charitable contribution on 

your itemized federal tax return; 

Support families in need within our community by 

offering a choice to those wishing to obtain a faith-

based, Catholic education for their children. 
 

To participate in the tax credit program, please fill out a 

CTODP flier found in the church, parish center or school 

office. You can get more information by contacting CTODP 

volunteer Caroline Panzarella (602)997-1712 or Tami 

B o h a n n o n  ( 6 0 2 ) 2 1 2-4 5 1 4  o r  o n l i n e  a t 

www.catholictuition.org.  Please note:  Contributions must 

be sent by December 31, 2009 to qualify for the state tax 

credit.  

PARISH NURSE PROGRAM 

Nearly all scented products on the market are made 

largely or entirely of synthetic chemicals, usually 

derived from petroleum or coal tar.  Nearly 1/3 of 

the chemical additives used in perfumes and other 

scented products are know to be toxic.  One perfume can 

contain more than 500 chemicals, and expensive products are 

just as likely as cheap ones to contain synthetic 

chemicals.  These chemicals can be skin irritants, suffocants, 

eye & respiratory tract irritants and neurotoxins.  Being 

around someone who's wearing a scented product can cause a 

sensitive person to develop allergy symptoms such as 

sneezing, coughing or watery eyes.  Scented products can 

also trigger asthma attacks, headaches, nausea, dizziness and 

more.  20%-30% of the U.S. population has a physical 

reaction to one or more types of synthetic 

substances.  Knowing that the problem with scented products 

is the chemicals they contain may help you to understand that 

a request to avoid such products is not a statement about you 

personally.  Source: Fragrance Free Encounters & No-

Fragrance Spaces by Roberta K Rigsby, PhD    

Jean Quarelli, RN   279-9547  ex 4244 

DAYTIME CATHOLIC  

BOOK CLUB 
Stained Glass Elegies is a collection of 

12 fictional short stories by an 

acclaimed Japanese author, Shusaku Endo, a convert to 

Catholicism. Thatôs the work weôll be discussing when next 

we meet on Tues. January 12th (Change of date) at 1PM in 

the Hospitality Room in the Parish Center.   

IGNATIAN BOOK CLUB FOR WOMEN 
Beginning on Tuesday, January 12th we will begin a 12 

week series based on the book ñHaving a Maryôs Heart in a 

Martha Worldò by Joanna Weaver.ñThe life of a woman 

today isn't really all that different from that of Mary and 

Martha in the New Testament. Like Mary, you long to sit at 

the Lord's feet...but the daily demands of a busy world just 

won't leave you alone. Like Martha, you love Jesus and 

really want to serve him...yet you struggle with weariness, 

resentment, and feelings of inadequacy.ò Join us as we learn 

to discern the delicate balance of taking the time for 

personal prayer and dealing with the stresses of everyday 

life. We will be meeting at the Ignatian Spirituality Center 

from 8-8:45AM.  

EVENING IGNATIAN BOOK CLUB 
Our next evening gathering will be to discuss selected 

chapters from  An Ignatian Spirituality Reader.   We will 

meet in the Ignatian Spirituality Center at 6:30 on Wed. Jan. 

20th. We hope you will be able to join us then. The chapters 

we will read and discuss are by Hansen, Hellwig, Gray, 

Burghardt, Barry and Hamm. Of course, itôs OK if you 

want to read the whole book! 
 

All of the books are available for  

purchase in the Marian Shop.  

?ôs about our book clubs, Contact Fr. John Auther at 

john.auther@sfxphx.org or (602) 212 4503 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Spanish High School Youth Ministry 

meets every Sunday at 11AM in the Parish 

Center. 

Jr. High and High School Confirmation begins on 

Sunday, January 10th at 3:30PM in the Youth Center. 

High School Youth Ministry will meet again on 

Sunday, January 17th from 6:15-7:30PM in the Youth 

Center located in the basement of the church. Join us 

for food, friendship and fun! 

The Question? Diocesan-wide High School Youth 

Ministry Retreat, March 5-7, 2010 at Lost Canyon in 

Williams, AZ. Cost for registration is $150.00. More 

information and registration materials will be available 

in January. 

Questions about events or if you are interested in getting 

involved email us at sfxyouth@sfxphx.org call  

602 212-4511 or become a fan of our page on  

Facebookï St. Francis Xavier Youth. 

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING 
Must have completed the Sacrament of 

1st Communion. Training will be 

taking place on Saturday, January 30th  

9-10AM in the Church. 

For more information, or to sign up for training please 

contact Ann Acosta  

at ann.acosta@sfxphx.org or 602 212-4511. 

http://www.catholictuition.org/


ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  
PHOENIX, AZ DECEMBER 20, 2009 

READINGS FOR  

THE WEEK OF  

DECEMBER 20, 2009 
Sunday: Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 80;  

 Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45 

Monday: Saint Peter Canisius, priest, doctor 

 Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33; Lk 1:39-45 

Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8; Lk 1:46-56 

Wednesday: Saint John of Kanty, priest 

 Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Ps 25; Lk 1:57-66 

Thursday: Morning:  2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89; 

  Lk 1:67-79 

  Vigil:  Is 62:1-5; Ps 89; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; 

  Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 

 Midnight:  Is 9:1-6; Ps 96; Ti 2:11-14;  

 Lk 2:1-14 

Friday: The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 

 Dawn:  Is 62:11-12; Ps 97; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20 

 Day:  Is 52:7-10; Ps 98; Heb 1:1-6;  Jn 1:1-18 or 

 1:1-5, 9-14 

Saturday: Saint Stephen, first martyr 

 Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31; Mt 10:17-22 

Sunday: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 

 Sir 3:2-7, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28; Ps 128; 

                    Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24;Lk 2:41-52 

NEWS FROM THE MARIAN SHOP 

Everyone at the Marian Shop wishes you the peace and joy 

that comes from receiving Godôs holy Gift.  For those last 

minute gifts we have some great CDôs.  I Dreamed a 

Dream, by Susan Boyle, My Christmas by Andrea Bocelli, 

Harmony, by The Priests, Alma Mater: Songs and Prayers 

to Mary, by Pope Benedict XVI with the Vatican Choir.  

Remember, we have gift certificates which make a one-size

-fits-all gift. Please note:  The Marian Shop will be closed 

from Wednesday, Dec.23, 2009 through Saturday, Jan. 2, 

2010.  We will reopen Sunday, Jan. 3, 2010 at 8 A.M.  Our 

$3 red and blue prayer candles will be available in the 

parish office while the shop is closed.  Please have the exact 

change. 
    Merry Christmas, 

                                          The Marian Shop Team 

    (602) 212-4509  

WE PRAY FOR...          

ORAMOS POR... 

 

Rosie OôMeara Steve Lopez Christella Cruz 

Nejla Franco Thad Kasper  Marjorie Graviss     

Ali Adelmann Mary Robinson Margaret Conway 

Oscar Aguilar William Deyden      James Hendrix        

Eduardo Salas Joseph Reinert Dan Peralta  

Steve Frozley       Frances Kelahan      Sharon Dizon  

Frances Sauer       Joseph Reinert Raul Diaz 

Cecelia Saavedra    Susan Hayden Richard Faust 

Brandi Howe      Ernie Bryant [          Larry Sweeney [ 

Don Heiple [ 

1st Lt. Sarah Hall ï Stationed in Iraq  

Lance Corporal Jonathan Lee Vie-stationed in Afghanistan 

Brian Kelleyï stationed in Afghanistan 

Nicholas Hafnerï stationed in Iraq 

Ross Grabenbauerï training in nuclear subs. for Navy 

Claire Grabenbauerï training for Air Force in Texas 

Robert Velasquez-E4ï Nuclear Sub. Kentucky 

Tim Wallaceï Combat Medic in Afghanistan  

Jose Emilio Melendez-E4ï just returned from Iraq 

December 21st 

 

6:15AM 

Noon 

Fr. Martin  

Fr. Auther  

Marge Onesto [ 

Herb Sliger [ 

December 22nd 

 

6:15AM 

Noon 

Fr. Auther  

Fr. Sullivan 

Thomas McCloskey [ 

Peggy Barrett [ 

December 23rd 6:15AM 

Noon 

Fr. Martin  

Fr. Robinson 

Jesus & Isabel Gonzalez [ 

Celestine Gonzales [ 

December 24th 8AM  

4PM 

6PM 

8PM 

10:30PM 

Fr. Martin  

Fr. Robinson 

Fr. Martin  

Fr. Auther  

Fr. Sullivan 

Entire Parish 

Entire Parish 

Entire Parish 

Entire Parish 

Entire Parish 

December 25th 7AM  

9AM  

 

11AM 

1PM 

Fr. Martin  

!ÐÚÏÖ×ɯ.ɀ!ÙÐÌÕɤɯ

Fr. Sullivan 

Fr. Robinson 

Fr. Auther  

Entire Parish 

Entire Parish 

 

Entire Parish 

Entire Parish 

December 26th 

 

8AM  

5:30PM 

Fr. Martin  

Fr. Robinson 

Entire Parish 

Entire Parish 

December 27th 7AM  

9AM  

11AM 

1PM 

5PM 

Fr. Martin  

Fr. Collins 

Fr. Sullivan 

Fr. Auther  

Fr. Auther  

Entire Parish 

Entire Parish 

Entire Parish 

Entire Parish 

Entire Parish 

Wishing you a  

Merry Christmas. 

~The Clergy and Staff of St. Francis Xavier 

 

Please be advised the  

Parish Office will be closing at 2PM on Thursday, December 

24th and will be closed on Friday, December 25th.  


