
ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH 
PHOENIX, AZ DECEMBER 27, 2009 

THE WEEK AHEAD  
Date/Time                Activity                                 Location 

Monday, December 28th 
7-8PM Spanish Choir Practice Chapel 

7-8PM RCIA Classes Library 

7-8PM SVDP Meeting Hospitality Room 

Tuesday, December 29th 
12:30-1:30PM Legion of Mary Mtg. Chapel 

Wednesday, December 30th 
6-8PM Legion of Mary Meeting Chapel 

Thursday, December 31stï New Years Eve 

Friday, January 1stï New Years Dayï Office Closed 

6-8PM Spanish Youth Group Callanan Hall 

6:30-8PM Viernes de Fe Betty Lynch & 

  Spanish Room 

Saturday, January 2nd 
3-5PM     Sri Lankan Ignatian Meditations    Ignatian Spirituality Center 

3-5PM Confessions Church 

Sunday, January 3rd 
7AM-Noon KofC Pancake Breakfast Hospitality Tents 

9-9:30AM          Childrenôs Liturgy of the Word  Chapel 

11AM-Noon RCIA Classes Parish Center 

11AM-1PM Spanish Youth Group Hospitality Room 
 

For a complete look at the SFX Community Calendar visit us at: 

http://www.sfxphx.org/VirtualEMSLite/  
Questions regarding the calendar? email parish.calendar@sfxphx.org.  

Calendar is subject to change. 

Join our St. Francis Xavier Community fan page on  Facebook.  

Follow this link http://www.facebook.com/pages/Phoenix-AZ/ St-

Francis-Xavier Community/130114684924 

?ôs Contact Ann Acosta at 602 212-4511 or 

ann.acosta@sfxphx.org 

REGISTRATION FOR REL IGIOUS  

EDUCATION PROGRAM  

PRE-K-6TH GRADE 
For parents who have not already registered their children 

in the Parish R.E. program, you are invited to do so as soon 

as possible. Classes begin January 11th and 12th. 

Registration forms are available in the Parish Office and on 

our website at 
http://www.sfxphx.org/st_fran_parish/education/prek_6.html 

 

For questions or more information please contact Kathy 

Reardon at 602 212-4530 or kathy.reardon@sfxphx.org 

CTODPï DEADLINE DECEMBER 31ST  
Please know when you make a contribution to CTODP you: 
 

Receive a dollar-for-dollar state tax credit up to 

$1,000 (if married) or $500 (if single); 

May be able to claim a charitable contribution on 

your itemized federal tax return; 

Support families in need within our community by 

offering a choice to those wishing to obtain a faith-

based, Catholic education for their children. 
 

To participate in the tax credit program, please fill out a 

CTODP flier found in the church, parish center or school 

office. You can get more information by contacting CTODP 

volunteer Caroline Panzarella (602)997-1712 or Tami 

B o h a n n o n  ( 6 0 2 ) 2 1 2-4 5 1 4  o r  o n l i n e  a t 

www.catholictuition.org.  Please note:  Contributions must 

be sent by December 31, 2009 to qualify for the state tax 

credit.  

JANUARY 30TH -FEBRUARY 3RD, 2010! 

SAVE THE DATE!  

ñA Busy Personôs Retreatò 

at St. Francis Xavier Parish 

ñWhatôs it all aboutò? 
 

This retreat is an opportunity to make the Spiritual 

Exercises of St. Ignatius in a modified format and to also 

have the benefit of an individual spiritual director for these 

days. The meeting time with your spiritual director will be 

tailored to your schedule. On Saturday, Jan. 30th, from 9 

A.M. until 2:00 P.M. there will be an orientation session 

in Callanan Hall. This gathering for all those making the 

retreat will give you information about the Exercises, the 

format of this retreat and an introduction to the Ignatian 

style of prayer. You will also meet your spiritual director 

and set the time for your daily meetings. 

Participants will meet with their director on Sunday, 

Monday and Tuesday. The retreat will finish on 

Wednesday evening, February 3rd, with a light meal and 

concluding program, 6:30 P.M. to 9:00 P.M., in Callanan 

Hall. For those interested in this retreat, please pick up the 

brochure at the parish center or on the website 

www.sfxphx.org and complete the application form.  

Any questions may be directed to  

Sr. Evelyn OôBoyle at 602 212-4529. 

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING  

CHANGES TO THE PARISH CENTER HOURS  
 

Monday, December 28th  8:00AM to 4:00PM 

Tuesday, December 29th  8:00AM to 4:00PM 

Wednesday, December 30th 8:00AM to 4:00PM 

Thursday, December 31st 8:00AM to 2:00PM 

Friday, January 1st  Closed 

Saturday, January 2nd,   8:30AM to 1:00PM 

http://www.catholictuition.org/


 

HOLY FAMILY 

Dear Parishioners: 

 Today the Church celebrates the Feast of the Holy 

Family honoring Jesus, his mother Mary and his foster-

father, Joseph. We know very little about the life of the 

Holy Family through the Canonical Scriptures. They speak 

of the early years of the Holy Family, including the birth of 

Jesus in Bethlehem, the flight into Egypt, and the finding of 

Jesus in the temple There is no historical record of when 

Joseph died but we presume it was before Jesus ñleft homeò 

on his journey to the Jordan River to be baptized by John 

and then to begin his public ministry.  

 The Feast of the Holy Family is not just about the 

Holy Family, but about our own families too. The main 

purpose of the Feast is to present the Holy Family as the 

model for all Christian families, and for domestic life in 

general. Our family life becomes sanctified when we live 

the life of the Church within our homes. This is called the 

"domestic church" or the "church in miniature." St. John 

Chrysostom urged all Christians to make each home a 

"family church," and in doing so, we sanctify the family 

unit. Just how does one live out the Church in the family? 

The best way is by making Christ and his Church the center 

of family and individual life. Ways to do this include: 

reading scripture regularly, praying daily, attending Mass at 

least on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation and 

incorporating ñgospel valuesò into everyday family life. 

 We are all aware that family life is threatened in the 

modern world. Individualistic and secular values tear apart 

the meaning of family and community. Many Catholics turn 

from the teachings of the Church when it comes to the 

morality of family life. Prior to even talking about morality, 

we need to look at our relationship with the loving, creator 

God who desires to be in union with us. God loves us 

unconditionally. Our response to Godôs love, our moral 

response is to love God, neighbor and self. Love responding 

to love, this kind of love, then influences our actions: 

commitment to one another in the family; honoring the 

sacred sharing in Godôs creative power in the ability of a 

husband and wife to create another human being; just 

because reproductive technologies are available that does 

not mean they are morally good; sacredness of human life 

from beginning to end is very much a family issue; 

respecting the role of traditional marriage; preventing any 

action that would lead to abuse within a family; on a more 

global scale to work against unjust social structures that 

cause poverty; exploitation of any kind; health care for 

families in crisiséand the list goes on. 

 So as we celebrate this Feast of the Holy Family it 

causes us to reflect on our own families, the families of our 

Church, city, state, country and world. The family is a 

sacred unit to be protected from any compromise. 

 As I mentioned briefly above, morality, how we 

act, flows from our relationship with the Trinity. St. Paul in 

his letter to the Colossians (3:12-21) gives us an overview 

of how we are to act: 

 ñPut on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and 

beloved, compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, and 

patience, forbearing one another and, if one has a complaint 

against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has 

forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these 

put on love, which binds everything together in perfect 

harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 

which indeed you were called in the one body. And be 

thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teach 

and admonish one another in all wisdom, and sing psalms 

and hymns and spiritual songs with thankfulness in your 

hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 

God the Father through him.ò 

       

The peace of Christ be with you. 

 Fr. Dan Sullivan, SJ  

 Pastor 

2010 MARCH AND RALLY FOR LIFE:  

ñSTAND UP FOR LIFE" 
This year marks the 37th anniversary of the Roe v. Wade 

decision that legalized abortion in the US. On Sunday, 

January 24th you are invited to the 2010 March and Rally 

for Life to honor the millions of lives taken through the 

tragedy of abortion and to celebrate the gift and value of life. 

At 11:00 a.m., Bishop Olmsted will celebrate a special Mass 

for the unborn  here at St. Francis Xavier Church  

At 12:30 p.m., participants will gather and march from 

Brophy College Prep to the Rally at Steele Indian School 

Park (3rd Street and Indian School Road).  Please support our 

adult and baby diaper drive.  For additional details, go to 

www.AZLifeRally.com  

PARKING CLOSE TO THE  

FIESTA BOWL PARADE ï JAN. 2ND 
 

Saturday, Jan. 2nd is the annual Fiesta Bowl Parade. It 

starts at 11 a.m. and the parade route starts to fill early. We 

will be selling parking spaces for parade goers beginning at 

7 a.m. Park at St. Francis and walk to a great viewing spot. 

Parking will be $5 a car and will benefit our St. Francis 

Xavier student groups ï Student Council, NJHS, Magis, and 

Science Olympiad. 

   Thank you for your support. 
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Queridos Feligreses: 

 Hoy la Iglesia celebra la Fiesta de la Sagrada 

Familia honrando a Jesús, a su madre María y a su padre 

de crianza, José. Sabemos muy poco sobre la vida de la 

Sagrada Familia a través de las Escrituras Canónicas. Las 

Escrituras se refieren a los primeros años de la Sagrada 

Familia, incluyendo el nacimiento de Jesús en Belén, la 

fuga hacia Egipto, y el encuentro de Jesús en el templo.  

No existe un archivo histórico de cuando José murió pero 

podemos suponer que fue antes de que Jes¼s ñdej· su 

hogarò en su jornada a R²o Jord§n para ser bautizado por 

San Juan y después empezar su ministerio público.   

 La Fiesta de la Sagrada Familia no es solo sobre la 

Sagrada Familia, sino que también sobre nuestras propias 

familias.  El propósito principal de la Fiesta es la de 

presentar a la Sagrada Familia como un modelo para todas 

la familias cristianas, y para la vida doméstica en general. 

Nuestra vida familiar se santifica cuando vivimos la vida 

de la Iglesia dentro de nuestros hogares. A esto se le 

nombra ñiglesia dom®sticaò o la ñiglesia en miniatura.ò  

San Juan Crisóstomo pidió con insistencia a todos los 

cristianos que hicieran de cada hogar una ñiglesia 

familiar,ò y al hacerlo, santificamos la unidad familiar.  

¿Cómo vive alguien la Iglesia en la familia? La mejor 

manera es haciendo a Cristo y a su Iglesia el núcleo de la 

vida familiar e individua. Varias maneras de hacerlo 

incluyen: leyendo las escrituras regularmente, orando a 

diario, asistiendo a Misa cuando menos los domingos y 

d²as de de guardar e incorporando ñvalores del evangelioò 

dentro de la vida familiar cotidiana. 

 Todos estamos consientes de que la vida familiar 

está amenazada en el mundo moderno.   Los valores 

individualistas y seculares destrozan el significado de 

familia y comunidad. Muchos católicos se alejan de las 

enseñanzas de la Iglesia cuando se refiere a la moralidad 

de la vida familiar.  Aún antes de hablar sobre la 

moralidad, necesitamos considerar nuestra relación con el 

Dios creador, amoroso quien desea estar en unión con 

nosotros. Dios nos ama incondicionalmente. Nuestra 

respuesta al amor de Dios, nuestra respuesta moral es la de 

amar a Dios, nuestro prójimo y a nosotros mismos. 

Entonces el amor respondiendo al amor, influencia 

nuestras acciones: compromisos del uno con el otro dentro 

de la familia; honrando el compartir sagrado del poder 

creativo de Dios en la habilidad de un esposo y una esposa 

de procrear otro ser humano; solo porque  la capacidad 

tecnológica de procrear está disponible no significa que 

son moralmente buenas; la santidad de la vida humana de 

principio a fin es un tema muy  familiar; respetar el papel 

de un matrimonio tradicional; prevenir cualquier acción 

que conduzca al abuso dentro de la familia; en un escala 

más global a trabajar en contra de estructuras sociales 

injustas que causan la pobreza; explotación de cualquier 

tipo; cuidados de salud para familias en crisiséy la lista 

continua. 

 Así que al celebrar esta Fiesta de la Sagrada 

Familia nos hace reflexionar en nuestras propias familias, 

las familias de nuestra Iglesia, ciudad, estado, país y el 

mundo.  La familia es una unidad sagrada que se debe 

proteger de cualquier compromiso. 

 Como lo he mencionado aquí brevemente, la 

moralidad, la manera en que actuamos, fluye de nuestra 

relación con la Trinidad. San Pablo en su carta a los 

Colosenses (3:12-21) nos da una visión general en la 

manera en que debemos actuar: 

 ñRev²stanse, pues, como elegidos de Dios, santos 

y amados, de entrañas de misericordia, de bondad, 

humildad, mansedumbre, paciencia, sopórtense unos a 

otros y perdónense mutuamente, si alguno tiene queja 

contra otro.  Como el Señor los perdonó, perdónense 

ustedes también.  Y por encima de todo esto, revístanse del 

amor, que es el vínculo de la perfección. Y que la paz de 

Cristo presida en sus corazones, pues a ella han sido 

llamados formando un solo cuerpo. Y sean agradecidos.  

La palabra de Cristo habite sus corazones con toda su 

riqueza; enséñense y amonéstense con toda sabiduría, 

canten agradecidos a Dios en sus corazones con salmos, 

himnos y cánticos inspirados, y todo cuanto hagan de 

palabra y de boca, háganlo todo en el nombre del Señor 

Jes¼s, dando gracias por su medio a Dios Padre.ò 

       

  Que la paz de Cristo esté con ustedes, 

  Padre Dan Sullivan, SJ 

  Párroco 



 

HOLY FAMILY 

ADULT EDUCATION - 

ñWHAT CATHOLICS NEED TO KNOW ABOUT 

THE SACRAMENTS.ò   
In our lifetimes the theology of  the sacraments of the 

Catholic church have changed more than they have since the 

council of Trent.  The language and the symbols have been 

made easier for the layman to understand.  The relationships 

between the sacraments have become a focus of theological 

study.  Our Parish Adult Education program will be begin on 

Tuesday evening on January 5th from 7-9PM in the School 

Library and on Thursday morning on January 7th from 10AM

-Noon in the Parish Center and runs through the month of 

January.  This program is part of the path to certification for 

catechists for the Diocese of Phoenix.   

If you have any questions contact Dr. Graviss at the 

Parish office: 602/212-4518 or dennis.graviss@sfxphx.org 

DAYTIME CATHOLIC BOO K CLUB  
Stained Glass Elegies is a collection of 12 fictional short 

stories by an acclaimed Japanese author, Shusaku Endo, a 

convert to Catholicism. Thatôs the work weôll be discussing 

when next we meet on Tues. January 12th (Change of date) 

at 1PM in the Hospitality Room in the Parish Center.   

IGNATIAN BOOK CLUB F OR WOMEN  
Beginning on Tuesday, January 12th we will begin a 12 

week series based on the book ñHaving a Maryôs Heart in a 

Martha Worldò by Joanna Weaver.ñThe life of a woman 

today isn't really all that different from that of Mary and 

Martha in the New Testament. Like Mary, you long to sit at 

the Lord's feet...but the daily demands of a busy world just 

won't leave you alone. Like Martha, you love Jesus and 

really want to serve him...yet you struggle with weariness, 

resentment, and feelings of inadequacy.ò Join us as we learn 

to discern the delicate balance of taking the time for 

personal prayer and dealing with the stresses of everyday 

life. We will be meeting at the Ignatian Spirituality Center 

from 8-8:45AM.  

EVENING IGNATIAN BOO K CLUB  
Our next evening gathering will be to discuss selected 

chapters from  An Ignatian Spirituality Reader.   We will 

meet in the Ignatian Spirituality Center at 6:30 on Wed. Jan. 

20th. We hope you will be able to join us then. The chapters 

we will read and discuss are by Hansen, Hellwig, Gray, 

Burghardt, Barry and Hamm. Of course, itôs OK if you 

want to read the whole book! 
 

All of the books are available for  

purchase in the Marian Shop.  

?ôs about our book clubs, Contact Fr. John Auther at 

john.auther@sfxphx.org or (602) 212 4503 

YOUTH MINISTRY  
Spanish High School Youth Ministry 

meets every Sunday at 11AM in the Parish 

Center. 

Jr. High and High School Confirmation begins on 

Sunday, January 10th at 3:30PM in the Youth Center. 

High School Youth Ministry will meet again on 

Sunday, January 17th from 6:15-7:30PM in the Youth 

Center located in the basement of the church. Join us 

for food, friendship and fun! 

The Question? Diocesan-wide High School Youth 

Ministry Retreat, March 5-7, 2010 at Lost Canyon in 

Williams, AZ. Cost for registration is $150.00. More 

information and registration materials will be available 

in January. 

Questions about events or if you are interested in getting 

involved email us at sfxyouth@sfxphx.org call  

602 212-4511 or become a fan of our page on  

Facebookï St. Francis Xavier Youth. 

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER SCHOOL ROBOTICS  
After hard work during their four month season, the St. Francis 

Xavier Robotics teams both qualified at Regionals to compete at the 

State First Lego League Robotics Tournament at ASU.  The 

Flaming Habaneros and the Lightning Pandas both performed very 

well in their research presentations, in their teamwork, and in the 

robotics competition.  Each team scored more points at the robot 

missions than they have scored before, achieving second round high 

scores of 245 points. Because the Habaneros and the Pandas tied at 

245, the nail-biting portion of the tournament came when they 

played each other in the afternoon single elimination playoff. You 

would think that in a story like this there would be a winner and a 

loser, but both our teams acted like champions.  The Habaneros 

scored a few more points than the Pandas, but other successes came 

quickly.  Both teams were invited for second presentations on their 

research and their robot design ï meaning that in these areas they 

finished in the top 1/8 of the tournament rankings.  The Flaming 

Habaneros received an award for innovative robot design, and both 

the Pandas and the Habaneros were complimented many times on 

their teamwork, ingenuity, and hard work.  These kids have been 

excellent ambassadors for our school. Thanks to the community and 

the school staff and administration for your support, and thanks to 

these great kids for the dedication, spirit, learning, and fun.  

A.M.D.G. 
Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam   

(To the Greater Glory of God) 
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ALTAR SERVER TRAININ G 
Must have completed the Sacrament of 

1st Communion. Training will be 

taking place on Saturday, January 30th  

9-10AM in the Church. 

For more information, or to sign up for training please 

contact Ann Acosta  

at ann.acosta@sfxphx.org or 602 212-4511. 

NEWS FROM THE MARIAN SHOP  

The Marian Shop is closed through Saturday, Jan. 2, 2010.  

We will reopen Sunday, Jan. 3, 2010 at 8 A.M.  Our $3 red 

and blue prayer candles will be available in the parish office 

while the shop is closed.  Please be kind and have the exact 

change. 

   See you next year! 

   The Marian Shop Team  
    (602) 212-4509  

WE PRAY FOR...          

ORAMOS POR... 
 

Rosie OôMeara Steve Lopez Christella Cruz 

Nejla Franco Thad Kasper  Marjorie Graviss     

Ali Adelmann Mary Robinson Margaret Conway 

Oscar Aguilar William Deyden      James Hendrix        

Eduardo Salas Joseph Reinert Dan Peralta 

Carol D. Parsons     Amelia D. Parsons   Lourdes Laborin 

Younghee Chung [   David F. Keogh [      

1st Lt. Sarah Hall ï Stationed in Iraq  

Lance Corporal Jonathan Lee Vie-stationed in Afghanistan 

Brian Kelleyï stationed in Afghanistan 

Nicholas Hafnerï stationed in Iraq 

Ross Grabenbauerï training in nuclear subs. for Navy 

Claire Grabenbauerï training for Air Force in Texas 

Robert Velasquez-E4ï Nuclear Sub. Kentucky 

Tim Wallaceï Combat Medic in Afghanistan  

Jose Emilio Melendez-E4ï just returned from Iraq 

December 28th 

 

6:15AM 

Noon 

Fr. Robinson 

Fr. Auther  

Hank Sesko [ 

Ann Barry [ 

December 29th 

 

6:15AM 

Noon 

Fr. Auther  

Fr. Sullivan 

Ray Fidel (Int.) 

Virginia Shiel [ 

December 30th 6:15AM 

Noon 

Fr. Martin  

Fr. Robinson 

Leon Seitz [ 

Jean Robinson [ 

December 31st 8AM  

5:30PM 

Fr. Martin  

Fr. Robinson 

Beth Churosh-Hayes [ 

Carl W. Schmidt [ 

January 1st 10AM 

Noon 

Fr. Martin  

Fr. Auther  

Virginia Shiel [ 

Entire Parish 

January 2nd 

 

8AM  

5:30PM 

TBD 

TBD 

Entire Parish 

Entire Parish 

January 3rd 7AM  

9AM  

11AM 

1PM 

5PM 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

Entire Parish 

Entire Parish 

Entire Parish 

Entire Parish 

Entire Parish 

 

Please be advised the  

Parish Office will be closing at 2PM on Thursday, December 

31st and will be closed on Friday, January 1st 
 

 

Wishing you a  

Happy New Year  

~The Clergy and Staff of St. Francis Xavier  

READINGS FOR  

THE WEEK OF 

DECEMBER 27, 2009 
Sunday: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 

 Sir 3:2-7, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28; 

  Ps 128; 

 Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24; 

 Lk 2:41-52 

Monday: The Holy Innocents, martyrs 

 1 Jn 1:5ð2:2; Ps 124; Mt 2:13-18 

Tuesday: Saint Thomas Becket, bishop, martyr 

 1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96; Lk 2:22-35 

Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96; Lk 2:36-40 

Thursday: Saint Sylvester I, pope 

 1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96; Jn 1:1-18 

Friday: The Blessed Virgin Mary, The Mother of God 

 Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 

Saturday: Saints Basil the Great; Gregory Nazianzen, 

 bishops, doctors 

 1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98; Jn 1:19-28 

Sunday: The Epiphany of the Lord 

 Is 60:1-6; Ps 72; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 


